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End-of-Year Move-Out Donation Drive 

The Saint John’s Office of Sustainability is once again promoting 

a program aimed at reducing the amount of waste which is sent 

to the landfill when students move out of their on-campus 

residences. This year, the Office of Sustainability has partnered 

with SJU Campus Ministry and Catholic Charities of Saint Cloud. 
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When students move out of their dorm room or apartment at the end of the academic year, 

there are many items which end up in the dumpsters. The intent of this donation drive is to 

collect as many of those items as is possible and to put them to a better use. The main goods 

that are being collected include non-perishable food, clothing, shoes, bedding, toiletries, toys, 

small electronics, and dishware. All collected items will be donated to the local branch of 

Catholic Charities. 

On April 29, collection boxes were placed in the on-campus residence halls. Campus Ministry 

and the Office of Sustainability staffs empty the boxes daily and gather the items at a central 

locations. The collection will continue until the majority of students have left campus. At that 

time, all of the goods will be delivered to Catholic Charities. Although the donation drive is just 

part-way to completion at the time of this publication, it appears to be a massive success. 

Hundreds of pounds of goods have been collected already. This program is a showcase of 

how social justice and environmental sustainability can work together for the common good. 
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SJU Sustainability Accomplishments in 2014-15 

- October 5-11 - The two first-year residence halls, Saint Mary and Thomas Halls, competed 

     in a weeklong competition to see which building could reduce their electricity usage the       

     most. St. Thomas Hall won by reducing their electricity usage by 6 percent. 

- October 10 - An inventory of Saint John’s University’s annual carbon emissions was      

      completed. The report showed that SJU had reduced its greenhouse gas emissions by

      56 percent since 2008. The report was submitted to the ACUPCC as part of SJU’s   

  emissions commitment. The university has made great progress towards its goal of   

  carbon neutrality by 2035.  

- February 4 - Saint John’s submitted its first STARS report since 2011. STARS, which stands 

  for the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, & Rating System, is a reporting system   

  which awards points based on an institution’s sustainability innovation in areas such as 

  academics, co-curricular engagement, facilities, and administration. Saint John’s was  

  awarded a silver rating with 51.25 points. 

- February 2-22 - Saint John’s competed in nationwide energy-saving competition called   

  Campus Conservation Nationals. All of the on-campus residence halls competed for  

  three weeks to see which building could save the most energy. There were also many  

  sustainability-themed events planned during the competition. In the end, it was the team 

  Francis House, Joseph Hall, and Greg House that came out on top. In total, the top   

  seven teams conserved more than 2,400 kilowatt-hours of electricity throughout the   

  competition, which equates to a savings of nearly 1,700 kilograms of carbon emissions. 

New Fellow Selected for 2015-16 

The SJU Office of Sustainability is pleased to announce 

that Jake Lammi has been hired to be the fellow for the 

2015-16 academic year. Jake is currently a senior at 

Saint John’s and will be graduating on May 10. He will 

begin working in the Office of Sustainability shortly after 

graduation and will fully take over the office at the end of 

June when the current fellow’s term is complete.  

Jake Lammi earned a degree in biology with a minor in 

environmental studies. Jake has a strong passion for 

sustainability and environmental topics. He spent last 

summer working at the Warner Nature Center, an outdoor 

environmental education center in Marine of St. Croix.  


